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Police Chief Resigning to Serve as LDS Mission President in Africa  

Saratoga Springs – Saratoga Springs Police Chief Gary Hicken announced his retirement, 
effective May 17, 2013, after seven years of service to the City. Chief Hicken is retiring to serve as 
a mission president for the LDS church in the Kenya Nairobi mission. Chief Hicken was hired to 
start the City of Saratoga Springs Police Department in December of 2006 with the department 
beginning service in July 2007. The City is currently in the process of hiring a new police chief. 
Eddie Christensen will serve as acting police chief until a new police chief is selected. 
 
“I have loved the good people I have worked with and served and really hate to leave,” said Chief 
Hicken. “To have been able to help this City start their own police department has been a 
wonderful privilege for me and one I will never forget. I honestly believe we have developed a 
police department which provides high quality services to the community and one which knows 
the value of teamwork.” 
 
Chief Hicken has been a police officer for 36 years serving in Buena Park, Calif., where he was 
police chief before coming to Saratoga Springs. He has an associate degree in police science, a 
bachelor’s degree in administration of justice and a master’s degree in public administration. Chief 
Hicken also graduated from the California Peace Officer Standards and Training Command 
College in 1994. He has been married to his wife, Kathy, for 42 years and has five children and 16 
grandchildren. 
 
“We are sad to lose Chief Hicken, but we wish him the best in this next chapter of his life,” said 
Mayor Mia Love. “The LDS Church is the only organization we would let take Chief Hicken away 
from Saratoga Springs, otherwise we would fight tooth and nail to keep him. Chief Hicken has 
been an incredible asset to our City in starting the Police Department. His leadership has been 
integral to the development of our Police Department into the professional and quality force it is 
today.” 
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