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Chapter 19.06.  Landscaping and Fencing. 
 
Sections: 
 
19.06.01.  Purpose. 
19.06.02.  Required Landscaping Improvements. 
19.06.03.  General Provisions. 
19.06.04. Landscaping Plan. 
19.06.05.  Completion of Landscape Improvements; Adequate Assurances. 
19.06.06.  Planting Standards and Design Requirements. 
19.06.07.  Amount of Required Landscaping. 
19.06.08.  Additional Landscaping Requirements. 
19.06.09.  Screening and Fencing Requirements and Restrictions. 
19.06.10.  Screening at Boundaries of Residential Zones. 
19.06.11.  Clear Sight Triangle. 
 
* * * * *  
 
19.06.03.  General Provisions. 
 

1. Park strips shall be landscaped and maintained by the property owner who abuts the park 
strip, unless otherwise noted on an approved and recorded subdivision plat or site plan.   
 

2. Automated water-conserving irrigation systems, including water-conserving sprinkler 
heads and rain sensors, low-flow sprinkler heads and rain sensors, shall be required for all 
new landscaping in nonresidential developments as well as for all irrigated open spaces 
that are held in common or in Homeowner’s Association ownership in residential 
developments. and private landscaping installed by the subdivision developer.   
 

3. All landscaped areas shall be maintained by watering, weed removal, lawn mowing, or 
any other activity required to maintain healthy and well-manicured landscaping.  

 
* * * * *  
 
19.06.06. Planting Standards and Design Requirements for Nonresidential and 

Common Open Space. 
* * * * *  
 

3. The following design requirements will be used when reviewing landscaping plans in the 
City of Saratoga Springs: 

a. Selection of Plants. Plants shall be selected for texture, form, color, pattern of 
growth, and adaptability to local conditions. 

b. Evergreens. Evergreens shall be incorporated into landscaped treatment of sites 
where screening and buffering are required. 
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c. Softening of Walls and Fences. Plants shall be placed intermittently against long 
expanses of building walls, fences, and barriers to create a softening effect. 

d. Planting and Shrub Beds. Planting and shrub beds are encouraged to be used in 
order to conserve water. Planting and shrub beds shall meet the requirements in 
subsection 19.06.06(2)(g) above. 

e. Water Conservation. While irrigation systems are required for all landscaped 
areas, all systems shall be efficient in the use of water such as the installation of 
drip lines for shrubs and trees. 

f. Energy Conservation. Placement of plants shall be designed to reduce energy 
consumption. Deciduous trees are encouraged to be planted on the south and west 
sides of structures to provide shade over the structures in the summer months. 
Evergreens trees are encouraged to be planted on the north side of structures when 
feasible to dissipate the effects of winter winds. 

g. Preservation of Existing Vegetation. Where possible and appropriate, existing 
native vegetation must be incorporated into the landscape treatment of the 
proposed site. 

h. Tree Preservation. Existing mature evergreen trees of 16 feet in height or 
greater, and existing mature deciduous or decorative trees of more than four 
inches (4”) in caliper, shall be identified on the landscape plan and preserved if 
possible. If a mature tree is preserved, an area around the roots as wide as the 
existing canopy shall not be disturbed. 

i. If preservation is not possible, the required number of trees shall be 
increased by double the number of such trees removed.  

ii. The replacement trees for evergreen trees shall be evergreens, and for 
deciduous shall be deciduous.  

iii. Deciduous Ttrees smaller than four inches in caliper, or mature 
ornamental trees, that are removed shall be replaced on a one to one ratio.  

iv. Replacement trees shall be in addition to the minimum tree requirements 
of this Chapter, and shall comply with minimum sizes as outlined in the 
Chapter. 

i. Placement. Whenever possible, landscaping shall be placed immediately adjacent 
to structures, particularly where proposed structures have large empty walls.  

 
* * * * *  
 
19.06.08. Single Family Residential and Park Strip Landscaping Requirements. 
 
* * * * * 

2. Park strips.  
a. Park strips shall be landscaped when the front yard is landscaped for a residential 

dwelling, or when site improvements are completed for a non-residential project, 
and shall thereafter be perpetually maintained by the property owner who abuts 
the park strip. Only the following shall be installed in park strips: turf, trees, 
shrubs or other plants, mulch, live plant vegetation (other than trees) below three 
feet in height, landscape rock, cobble, and removable pavers. When landscape 
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rock, cobble, or pavers are used, at least thirty percent of each park strip shall 
contain plantings.   

b. Weeds, dead vegetation, fruit trees, fruit and vegetable gardens, gravel, asphalt, 
concrete, and large boulders are prohibited in park strips.   

c. Four foot wide concrete walkways are allowed in the park strip when the 
walkway lines up with the main walkway to the front door.  

 
(Ord. 15-29, Ord. 14-23) 
 
* * * * * 
 
19.06.11.  Clear Sight Triangle. 
 

A. To allow for clear sight as shown in the graphic below, At at all intersections of streets, 
driveways, or sidewalks, for a distance of twenty feet back from the point of curvature of 
curved ROWs and property lines or thirty feet back from the intersection of straight 
ROWs and property lines, whichever is greater, and fifteen feet back from edge of 
driveways: 

a. all landscaping, berms, and fencing shall be limited to a height of not more than 
three feet, and  

b. the grade at such intersections shall not be bermed or raised., and  for a distance 
of twenty feet back from the point of curvature of curved ROWs and property 
lines or thirty feet back from the intersection of straight ROWs and property lines, 
whichever is greater, and fifteen feet back from edge of driveways to allow for 
clear sight as shown in the graphic below. 

 tree canopies are not permitted to encroach along public rights of way or City 
maintained rights of way 

B. Exceptions: 
a. Deciduous tree canopies may be located in the clear sight triangle of privately 

owned and maintained streetspark strips only if at maturity, as defined in Section 
19.06.06, the distance between the ground and base of the canopy is maintained at 
no less than eight feet, and 

b. any other exception outlined in the Code.  
 
* * * * * 
Chapter 19.09.  Off-Street Parking Requirements. 
 
Sections: 
 
19.09.01.   Purpose.  
19.09.02.   Required Parking. 
19.09.03.   General Provisions.  
19.09.04.   Submittal and Approval of Parking Areas. 
19.09.05.   Parking Requirements. 
19.09.06.   Dimensions for Parking Stalls. 
19.09.07.   Accessible Parking. 
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19.09.08.   Landscaping in Parking Areas. 
19.09.09.   Pedestrian Walkways and Accesses. 
19.09.10.   Shared Parking and Curb Cuts. 
19.09.11.   Required Parking. 
 
* * * * * 
19.09.08.  Landscaping in Parking Areas. 
 
In addition to the planting standards in Chapter 19.06, the following requirements shall apply to 
all landscaping of off-street parking areas: 
 

1. Parking Areas Adjacent to Public Streets. All parking areas (not including a driveway 
for an individual dwelling) for non-residential or multi-family residential uses that are 
adjacent to public streets shall have landscaped strips of not less than ten feet in width 
placed between the sidewalk and the parking areas, containing a berm or screen wall with 
a minimum height of three feet to minimize intrusion of lighting from headlights and 
other lighting on surrounding property. Trees, both deciduous and evergreen, shall be 
placed in the strip with spacing of no more than thirty feet between trees except in the 
clear sight triangle. The standards of section 19.06.06, Planting Standards and Design 
Requirements, shall apply for the minimum size of vegetation. 
 

2. Curbs. All landscaped areas abutting any paved surface shall be curbed (not including a 
driveway for an individual dwelling). Boundary landscaping around the perimeter of the 
parking areas shall be separated by a concrete curb six inches higher than the parking 
surface. 
 

3. Clear Sight. At intersections of streets, driveways, and sidewalks all landscaping shall be 
limited to a height of not more than three feet. The grade at such intersections shall not be 
bermed or raised for a distance of thirty feet at intersections and fifteen feet back from 
driveways to allow for sight distance as detailed in  See Chapter 19.06.11, Clear Sight 
Triangles. 
 

 
* * * * *  
 


