

MISS SARATOGA SPRINGS


The City has a queen that you may not know.  Elisabeth (Lizzy) Scadden was named Miss Saratoga Springs last year and will be participating in the Miss Utah pageant.  In order to assist her with the high costs of participation, the City would like your monetary assistance.  The costs of attending and participating in the pageant are over $1,500 and the City has collected some funds and paid for part of those costs.  However, Lizzy still needs some help and would love your assistance in this great cause.  You may submit donations for the Miss Utah pageant costs directly to the City of Saratoga Springs and we will distribute those funds to the Scaddens.  Thanks so much for your help.  Congratulations and good luck to Miss Saratoga Springs Lizzy Scadden on such a wonderful opportunity to represent herself, her family and the City!
SECONDARY WATER


With spring and summer approaching, outside watering will again be the topic of much discussion.  This year, more than ever, conservation of water will be critically important.  As a reminder, the City passed an ordinance last summer that limits the use of secondary water during the daytime or hottest times of the day.  There is no outside watering allowed between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.  Your voluntary cooperation is greatly appreciated.


Secondary water will not be available until April 15th at the earliest in certain areas.  It will take the City about a week to completely fill the system throughout the entire City.  Also, several subdivisions this year will be using Utah Lake Distributing Canal water for irrigation purposes. If you live in the Saratoga Springs Development, Saratoga Hills, Belle Maison and Loch Lomond subdivisions you will be using canal water.  All other subdivisions in the City will begin this spring by using culinary water.
FIRE/EMS NEWS

The City Council has approved the construction of a new Fire Station/Public Works building in the north end of the City.  The building will be located at 11600 West, at the southwest corner of the Harvest Hills project.  This building will be an important part of the City’s ability to provide emergency fire and medical care to all parts of the City.  Indeed, we have experienced a large increase in 
emergency call volume near the four corners area and this station will now house equipment and supplies closer to that area than ever before. 
The Saratoga Fire/EMS Department continues to be busy.  A wild land refresher course was taken in March and wild land training for new members is scheduled for April.  This training is critical in staying prepared for the grass and hillside fires that we typically experience in the City.
A big thanks to all the volunteers for helping to keep our City safe and keeping current with their training.   Keep up the great work!

ADDRESS CHANGES


The City has finally completed the address corrections that were necessary to fix numbering and directional errors throughout the City.  We know that this has been an inconvenience to some of you and hope that you are able to make the needed changes without too much trouble.  Not all residents are affected, but if you were instructed to make an address change and have not done so, we encourage you to do so right away.  All of the changes have now been given to the US Postal Service and to the 911 emergency managers.  What that means is that these agencies will begin using your new address.  Consequently, if the numbers on the outside of your house are incorrect, then it’s possible that you are risking problems with the Post Office not delivering mail properly or the City’s emergency vehicles (fire and medical) not being able to respond to your home in a quick and timely manner.

City staff will also work directly with the 911 Emergency Operations Center to make certain that everyone’s address is correct and that the emergency dispatching system is responding properly to our 911 calls.
BUILDING PERMITS

The City Council discussed in a recent meeting that some residents may not know or understand that finishing the basement in their house requires a building permit.  The building permit is established to allow the building inspector access to the “new construction” and verify that all changes are performed to code.  This is not only for safety and fire prevention’s sake, but many insurance companies (in the event of a fire) require verification from the City that basement alterations were performed properly 

and in accordance with building codes so that insurance coverage will remain intact.  Many residents do not want to pay the cost of a permit or have the intrusion into their home for these kinds of inspections.


In order to make this easier for all residents, the City has determined that it will not charge a permit fee on a free-standing single basement permit.  Instead, we established a new fee during the initial building permit of $100.  In the event a resident finishes their basement in the future, review of plans and subsequent inspections will be performed without charge.  If the basement is finished during initial construction, then the charge will fund the extra inspections required at that time.  If you have any questions or would like to take advantage of this new free service, please call Angela in the Building Department at 766-9793.

CIVIC EVENTS CONSULTANT

The City is pleased to announce the creation of the new Civic Events Program and the appointment of a Civic Events Consultant.  One of the main purposes of this program will be to encourage interaction and socializing for all of our newer neighborhoods.  With so many new subdivisions so far away from each other, it’s hard for the City to feel any sense of unity.  Another emphasis in this program is to build on and increase our citizen volunteer force.  We sincerely appreciate all of our existing volunteers for so selflessly putting in time to make City events happen.

The Civic Events Program will initially include an Easter Egg Hunt, Saratoga Splash (the City’s annual summer celebration), and 3rd & 4th Quarter events.  Look for more information on this new program in the near future.

UTILITY CONSTRUCTION

The City will be re-building Saratoga Road between the back entrance of the Saratoga Springs Development and the Jordan River Bridge this spring.  The construction date has not been set, but this project will cause some disruptions along the road.  Check the website for updates on this project.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The City is looking for a volunteer to work with the Communications Committee as City Historian.  The Historian will keep track of changes in the City as they happen, and will research past events.  This information will be compiled and kept at the City offices.  Information can be in the form of pictures, flyers, newspaper articles, magazine articles, ground breakings, grand openings, etc…  Please call John Kimball at 766-0858 if you are interested.

The EMS Department is urgently looking for EMS/Medical trained individuals that can volunteer on the department.  Particular need is in the Harvest Hills and Loch Lomond areas.  Please come into the City offices and fill out an application, or call Tayna Kahn at 766-0974 if you are interested.

CITY WEBSITE

The City has added several new features to the website, located at www.saratogaspringsutah.com.  One of our residents, Eric DeKarver has graciously allowed the City to link to his weather station information.   For up to the minute Saratoga Springs weather info, go to the News & Public Notice button on the home page, and click the weather link.  

The City has posted new pictures of the 4 corners construction as well as the City Marina.  Please go to the News & Public Notice button, select the News link, and scroll down the News Page to view the pictures.  There is also an archive of old pictures.

CONTACT

The Communications Committee email address is: saratogasprings@qwest.net.  Please feel free to contact us concerning any city issue, or if you want to be placed on our emailing list for City Council and Planning Commission meeting agendas.

Browse the City website for regular updates, news and events at www.saratogaspringsutah.com.

Please feel free to contact any member of the Communication Committee:  John Kimball at 766-0858, Dan Lincoln at 766-0368, or Gena Roe at 768-0966.

CITY COUNCIL NEWS & ACTION

In the month of March, the City Council approved a final subdivision plat in the Sunrise Meadows neighborhood (Plat D) and a preliminary subdivision plat in the Harvest Hills neighborhood (Phase 5).  The City Council also approved the design contract for an additional sewer line in Saratoga Road, the construction of a secondary water vault on Clay Pit Road and a participation agreement for a north Utah County groundwater study.  Other issues discussed included transportation safety improvements in Redwood Road and S.R. 73, address changes, civic events consultant, sewer system modifications, golf course watering system, and the proposed basement permit fee.
BE AN ACTIVE MEMBER OF YOUR CITY

Please know that this newsletter is just a brief overview by the Communication Committee of events and information relating to the City of Saratoga Springs.  All residents of the City of Saratoga Springs are invited to attend City Council and Planning Commission meetings.  
City Council meetings are held every 2nd and 4th Tuesday with work sessions from 6:30-7:00 p.m. and the meeting continuing from 7:00 p.m. until finished.  Planning Commission meetings are held every 1st and 3rd Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.  All of these meetings are held at the City Offices.  
If you have an after hours water or sewer emergency, you may call Utah County Dispatch at 343-4100, and they will dispatch City personnel to assist you.
















