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Stranger Danger — Strategies for Educating Our Young People About Dangers January 2010

Are strangers really dangerous? The reality is that most aren’t and most every person you and your child come in contact
with is a good, law-abiding member of the community. Unfortunately, the facts also tell us that some strangers are had
and do commit crimes.

As an adult you may be able to detect that a parficular person is suspicious and someone to stay
away from. For children it is more difficult to differentiate between the “good” and *bad” people.
This comes from their first few years of life as they leam to freat adults with respect and to do as
instructed by adults. The adults who commit crimes against children know this all too well and use
it to their advantage.

While we don't want to “scare™ our children needlessly, we do need to give them the tools to have

L a safety mindset and leave a little decision making up to them. To start with, they should have a
general understandlng that they are not to interact with strangers unless their parent or guardian is there and lets them
know it’s ok. They must also understand that in those special circumstances it is appropriate (and ok with you) to ignore
and walk away from an adult.

Children need to know that in some cases they need to “run” away from the danger or the suspicious person and in some
of the most dire situations they may need to take physical action to get away or at least yell and scream for help to gain
the attention of athers.

We need to be honest with them and teach them that sometimes “had” people tell very believable stories and other things
to make them believe they are o.k. Communication is power, especially among children and their parents so they must

feel comfortable reporting to you or other trusted adults when something has happened or they have had a stranger
encounter.

Someone’s Following Me! Now What

Fortunately, we see it a lot more in the movies than in real life, but for some there are
times where the *movies™ come to life. Imagine driving late at night and you see a set
of distinctive headlights right behind you. You feel nervous so you take a right turm,
then a left turn and another right. The same headlights are still behind you; now what?

In many cases, these types of suspicious circumstances tum out to be someone you
know, but in rare cases it's not. Sometimes it's a form of “road rage® where a driver
feels offended because of a driving maneuver that you've made and they feel the way
o intimidate you or drive home their point (no pun intended!) is to follow you and make
You Nenvous.

Don't stop! In the event it is someone you don't Know, make sure that you don't stop to talk with them. Go to the
nearest law enforcement station or other emergency services facility (i.e. fire station). If you are unable to find a public
safety facility or you feel the situation is getting very suspicious, call 9-1-1 from your cell phone or better yet, call the
local law enforcement agency direct.
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